BELIEF
Humans are incapable
of deliberating to
achieve common good

BELIEF
Human nature is
selfish, competitive,
& materialistic

BELIEF
We must distrust
government & trust an
impersonal, fixed law -
the market - to decide
social outcomes

CONSEQUENCE

Competition & .
consumerism A Premise of Lack Generates BELIEF
intensify; our ecology Markets can work only

collapses

a Spiral of
Powerlessness

if driven by a single
rule: highest return to
existing wealth

CONSEQUENCE
Fear, depression, &
violence spread

CONSEQUENCE
Wealth inexorably
concentrates

CONSEQUENCE
Power inequities
worsen, bringing

needless suffering,

avoidable death, &
destruction of the
natural world

CONSEQUENCE
Concentrated wealth
infects and warps
political decision-
making

BELIEF
We’re capable of
learning the skills of
deliberative problem-
solving

BELIEF
Within human nature
are deep needs for
fairness, cooperation,
& effectiveness

BELIEF
Democracy is not a
fixed structure but an
evolving, values-driven
culture we create

CONSEQUENCE
Cooperation in
problem solving
enables us to resolve
our local-to-global
crises

A Premise of Plenty Generates

BELIEF
Markets remain open,
competitive, & life-
serving only if guided
by democratic polities

A Spiral of
Empowerment

CONSEQUENCE
Problem-solving
power, connection, &
happiness grow

CONSEQUENCE
Rules, set
democratically, keep
wealth widely
dispersed
CONSEQUENCE
More and more
people have a voice
in problem solving

CONSEQUENCE
Political decision-
making is freed from
the influence of
Frances Moore Lappé wealth
Small Planet Institute

-7 s
frances@smallplanetinstitute.org



The Inner World of Living Democracy
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Concepts explored in Hope’s Edge (2002), You Have the Power (2004) and Democracy’s Edge (2006)
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